We read with interest the article by Coleman et al reportinc on prognostic factors at the time of diagnosis of metastatic breast cancer. The factors which the investigators found are precisely those which we reported previously (Williams et al. 1986 : Robertson et al. 1992 . We are surprised that the authors appear unaware of this previous work as it has been widely presented in addition to being published. Blanco and colleagues also reported similar findings in this very journal in 1991 (Blanco et al. 1991) .
The investigators in this case did not use Cox analysis. from which the 3-values generated mav be used to construct an index which prospectively places patients in different prognostic groups. 
